“Rock Me Amadeus, Amadeus, Amadeus”
by Chris Nettrour


If some of you don’t already know it, I’ll divulge a secret! – I’m a big fan of opera!  I started attending operas in 1998 and have been going to see them ever since.  I am a fan of several composers, Puccini and Verdi being two of them, but let’s face it – Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (January 1756 – December 5, 1791) has to be one of the most recognizable worldwide.  Even fans of MTV and VH1, I’m sure, must remember the rock star “Falco” singing about this famous composer.  Mozart’s life was most assuredly an unusual one, starting out as a child prodigy at the age of three along with his older sister Nannerl (Marianne as she was later called), winning international fame as a musical genius as a young child, and then gradually ending up disheartened over his lack of recognition and employment, broke, and then eventually dying of kidney failure at the age of 35.  

His personality was a unique one, which sometimes got him into trouble.  He seemed to never fully mature emotionally which irritated many of those with serious musical talent who surrounded him.  But he was for the most part kind at heart, and gave much love to his wife and children.  When he was young his mother, father, and sister devoted themselves to promoting his gifted musical talent, traveling extensively with him.  After his mother died, his relationship with his father had its highs and lows but he was always emotionally attached to him.

Many people love a mystery and Mozart’s life will not disappoint them.  For some years now, there has been talk about an older musician, Salieri, who lived at the same time and was envious of Mozart’s seemingly effortless talent when it came to composing incredible musical masterpieces.  Circumstances surrounding Mozart’s death have lifted eyebrows, leaving some to suspect that he could have been poisoned.  But more solid evidence shows that he was suffering from natural sickness at the time of his death.  And yet still, the intriguing mystery of his death remains for many of his fans.

Currently a play called “Amadeus” is being put on at the O”Reilly Theater right here in downtown Pittsburgh.  I attended an evening showing of it during the last week of January.  It was a wonderful performance by all those involved!  Fancy costumes, makeup, powdered wigs, and detailed background scenery provided a visual delight.  Seating is specially arranged so that no matter where someone sits, there is always a good view of the play.  The story itself mainly concentrates on Salieri as he remembers back in time his dealings with Wolfgang Mozart.  

Mozart’s life is covered in great detail starting with him as a young adult and then ending with his writing of the “Requiem” mass of which he never fully finished, and finally his death.  Salieri’s telling of the events from his point of view gives added texture to the story, giving it unexpected twists and turns.  A standing ovation was indeed a great tribute not only to the actors who played the magnificent parts, but also most importantly to the incredible, complicated genius and personality of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart who will be applauded and affectionately remembered for all time.  

For a review of the play, please click on the website addresses below:
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08024/851544-325.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08035/854528-325.stm

For those of you who interested in how Mozart’s works have been preserved in a special database archives and made available to the public, there is a special website for you to view:
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/webguide/hotsites/2006-12-14-mozart-database_x.htm

If you know any other interesting archives devoted to famous people, please send me an email and we can write article and post it to the website or put it in the newsletter.
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