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This article can be found at:
http.//www.microfilm.net.au/articles.shtmi?an
_ancient_solution_to_a_modern_problem.

Is microfilm, which first came into use in the
1870s, undergoing a rebirth some 130 years
after its first application as a support medium
in a time of conflict?

Microfilm was first used effectively with the
Pigeon Post into Paris, 1870-1871. Con-
versely, it is as synonymous with the dashingly
portrayed world of espionage as much as it is
with the less glamorous environs of the local
library.

The resurgence of microfilm into the main-
stream of business and government activities
is a grand concept, you may say. We all know
that computing at all levels has taken over the
day-to-day activities of government, business,
and our personal lives. While this has been
something of a godsend, providing a tool to
improve efficiency, it has also been a curse.

But why a curse?

Jeff Rothenberg, Senior Researcher, RAND
Corporation, Santa Monica, CA, in his article in
Scientific American, January 1995, stated that
“Digital data lasts [sic] forever or five years,
whichever comes first,” which has proven to be
a truism and not a flight of fancy as many at
the time cried in response to his proposition.

The roster of lost digital information is legen-
dary. Listed below are a few such incidents:

® CD-Recordable discs unreadable in less
than two years

¢ Digital Domesday Book lasts 15 years not
1000

®  Frantic search for lost data at Los Alamos

®  Reports of the loss of data by NASA and

other government agencies due to poor
storage conditions.

Why is microfilm any better than any other media?

The reason is in its simplicity, and the fact that it is
human-eye as well as machine-readable with low
speed and low cost devices, such as with a magnify-
ing glass and a candle. At the other end of the spec-
trum are the high volume machine-readable scan-
ners from Wicks & Wilson, nextScan, Sunrise, and
Mekel which can cost up to AU$100,000.00 or
more to carry out the scanning of all of the various
microfilm formats of 16 and 35 mm roll film, micro-
fiche, jackets, and aperture cards at throughput
speeds of up to 4,000 images per hour. Microfilm
processed to international standards has the poten-
tial, and | restate, the potential for longevity of 100,
200, or, as claimed by vendors such as Kodak, 500
years. This potential for longevity of microfiim is no
idle, groundless boast, but the end product of a
tried and true set of processes and procedures
learned over more than 100 years of experience.

Why now?

With new and sometimes onerous legislative re-
quirements for both public and government organi-
sations as a result of poor recordkeeping and the
recent destruction of, or the failure to capture, elec-
tronic data, all sectors are now looking at how to
protect themselves from a) poor publicity, b) embar-
rassment at being charged with noncompliance, or
c) legal action initiated because information re-
quired by legislation was not retained.

What can these organisations do to protect their
most important asset, and prove their case in a
court of law if accused of not fulfilling their legisla-
tive or moral requirements?

In theory, and | personally believe in practice, all
information entering an organisation in a physical
form should be scanned and converted to a digital
format, while all information entering or leaving the
organisation in an electronic format should be cap-
tured into an appropriate Electronic Records and
Document Management System (ERDMS).

No, this not reversing or negating my belief that all
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ARMA Gaithersburg September Meeting
Surviving Disaster: The aftermath of a records disaster
John A. Popowski, President, PBI Electronics & Documents Restoration

Wednesday September 14, 2005
JJ Muldoons, 16143 Shady Grove Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301)258-8866

Networking - 6:00pm, Dinner - 6:30pm, Presentation - 7:30pm

Program: You will see soggy books, fire damaged records, data under water and covered in mud. When
faced with disasters such as these what can you do and how does one go about saving the important re-
cords? This and more will be revealed during this presentation.

Speaker: Mr. John Popowski, along with his two brothers Dan and Mike, is a co-owner of PBI Restoration
Resources (formerly Popowski Brothers, Inc.), a disaster restoration company located in Timonium, Mary-
land, with offices in Glendale, Maryland, and Manassas, Virginia. Prior to joining his brothers, Mr.
Popowski spent 28 years in the Direct Marketing Data Processing and Direct Marketing industry. Building
upon this experience and realizing that the insurance industry did not understand document restoration, Mr.
Popowski opened PBI’s electronics and documents restoration division. The goal of this division is to set
the standard for the recovery of technology and media. John is certified by Odell Electronics and MPO
Systems in electronics cleaning and restoration. He has also hosted an electronics restoration training pro-
gram at PBI facilities. To further complement his training in computer systems, he completed CompuMas-
ter classes in PC Diagnostics and Repair and Windows NT and A+ Certification. In addition, John has at-
tended numerous classes on freeze-drying and document restoration following mold, fire, and flood losses.
Under John’s direction, PBI Electronics & Documents Restoration has successfully completed thousands of
fire, water, and storm electronics and document claims for residential, commercial, and industrial clients.

Menu: Please choose an entree when you make your reservation: Prime Rib served with mashed potatoes
and fresh vegetables, Broiled Salmon served with rice and fresh vegetables, Lemon Pepper Chicken over
linguine with garlic bread, Pasta Primavera over linguine with garlic bread, New York Strip with garlic
mashed potatoes and fresh vegetables, Seafood Pasta over fresh linguine, Chicken Piccata with rice and
fresh vegetables.

Cost: On line registration with credit card, $30@www.armamar.org/gmd: registration at door, cash or
check only, $25 members, $30 non-members.

Reservations: Please RSVP by 5 PM Monday, September 12, by sending an email to gbur-
garma@yahoo.com. No shows and cancellations after 5:00 PM Tuesday, September 13, will be billed. For
last minute information and recorded directions please call the History Associates Hotline 301-279-9126

x200.

Directions: I-270 to Shady Grove Road North. Restaurant is at 16143 Shady Grove Road on right hand side
prior to Route 355.
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